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Time Running Out to Join UA Career Fair

UNA Career Fair is Successful
Meet Your New ABA Board Member


The State’s First HD Newscast
Prepare Your Audience for Severe Weather

Principals/ADs to Meet in April

B’ham Retailer Fined by FCC



Lumpkin Inducted into Silver Circle

Talkin’ EAS with FCC




FCC May Mandate DTV Spots

Radio Music License Fees




WSFA’s Bob Ingram Dies

Alabama Reporter Jim Merlini Passes


On the Road Again




CAREER FAIR – November 2nd
Time is running out to participate in the UA Career Fair on campus in Tuscaloosa on November 2nd.  Contact the ABA to reserve your space.  The following stations are already on the list:

WAAY-TV

Alabama Public Television
 ABC 33/40

Cox Radio


Magic Broadcasting
Clear Channel B’ham
    
Citadel Communications

Contact Sharon at 800-211-5189 or stinsley@al-ba.com to sign up!
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Career Fair Success!

Three ABA members had booths in UNA’s Career Fair last week.  Thanks to WAAY-TV, WHNT-TV and Big River Broadcasting for participating.  WAAY General Manager Ray Depa sent a note this morning to report on the event, “The UNA Job Fair was one of the best organized job fairs I have been involved in.” 
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     ABA District III Has New Director
Danny Bentley of WCRL and WKLD in Oneonta has been named to the Alabama Broadcaster’s Association Board of Directors.  Mr. Bentley is operating Blount County’s only radio stations.  The stations founded in 1952, were later bought and operated for many years by L. D. Bentley, Jr. and has been operated by Danny Bentley and Terri Lowry since the late 1970s.
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James Locklin of WATV-AM in Birmingham is vacating the seat as he and his wife are moving to Atlanta.  His station was a participant in the first ABBYs, runs PEP spots and Mr. Locklin was in attendance at all Board meetings during his short tenure.  He set a great example for membership.  We appreciate his leadership!
Alabama’s First HD Newscast Brought to Viewers by WVTM-TV 
(from WVTM-TV)

On October 17th on NBC 13 News at Ten, Alabama began receiving high-definition local news, sports and weather, brought to the community by WVTM-TV.

“Accuracy matters in everything we do at NBC 13 News,” said Vice President & General Manager Gene Kirkconnell. “High definition is the most precise and pristine format for the presentation of entertainment, news, sports, and weather programming. We’re proud to be the first station in Alabama to bring high-def to our local news viewers.”

In fact, central Alabama viewers will experience the clearest, sharpest picture with enhanced audio available, no matter what type of TV set they have.

“The picture quality is stunning, with beautifully accurate and detailed rendering of color, action, and important information,” said the station’s Chief Engineer Chuck Blackwood.  “We’ve already tested some news and weather in high definition.  Viewers will be amazed when the new technology is fully rolled out during the next few weeks.”

In addition, WVTM is now using high definition weather technology not available at any other Alabama station.  In fact, few stations in the world offer these advancements.

“With one million watts, NBC 13 forecasters already operate the most powerful weather radar in Alabama,” said Chief Meteorologist Jerry Tracey. “As we combine the radar power with cutting edge digital display and broadcast technology, viewers will see the clearest, most detailed weather information. During severe events, our exclusive high definition Doppler radar will show unequaled clarity and accuracy.”

The station is also bringing these systems online with the latest digital video and editing technology, including an HD video switcher and graphics, and special studio lighting presented from two new sets.

One of those news sets debuted last month.  On October 17th, NBC 13 unveiled Alabama’s first set built especially for high definition broadcasts. The old studio was gutted to make way for the new presentation areas, including a dramatic anchor desk, high-definition reporter presentation area, panoramic guest and interview area, traffic presentation area, and a High Definition Weather Forecast Center.

“WVTM-TV NBC 13 has always been at the forefront of innovations in broadcasting, said Kirkconnell, recalling historical innovations made by Channel 13.  “NBC 13 was Alabama’s first TV station, the state’s first news team and was the first with live and live remote broadcasting. It was also Birmingham’s first station to broadcast in color,” Kirkconnell noted.  Now we are excited to bring Alabama its first high definition broadcasts of local news, sports, and weather.”

To see behind-the-scenes video of what it took to convert NBC13 News into the state’s first HD broadcasting center, log on to www.nbc13.com.
HOUSE PASSES SHIELD LAW – 
ALL ALABAMA DELEGATES VOTE “YES”

On Tuesday of last week (10/16), the U.S. House of Representatives passed H.R. 2102, the Free Flow of Information Act of 2007, by a vote of 398-21. All of the Alabama delegation voted YES.  NAB received positive feedback from congressional members and staff in response to NAB grassroots efforts as well as the ads that were prominent in Hill publications.  NAB will work closely with Senate Leadership and our coalition partners to build on the momentum of this recent vote.

Alabamians Urged to Prepare for 
Fall Severe Weather Season
CLANTON –The National Weather Service in Birmingham is predicting some potentially severe storms in portions of Central Alabama over the next few days.   Alabama Emergency Management Agency (AEMA) in conjunction with the Birmingham National Weather Service wants to remind Alabama residents we are approaching Fall Severe Weather Season.  The fall season is November and December. According to the National Weather Service November has historically been a very active month for severe weather and tornadoes.  In fact there have been nearly 40 November tornadoes over the past three years.
The Alabama Emergency Management Agency (AEMA) encourages you to have a solid plan in place before the threat arises. This the perfect time of the year to check your preparedness plans. Make sure your radio and flashlight have fresh batteries. Make sure you have ways of receiving severe weather information. Make sure you know what to do if threatening weather approaches. Prepare a disaster supply kit now and place it in the area of your home or business where you will seek shelter during a tornado.
Check the AEMA website for more details on being prepared for severe weather.  Go to ema.alabama.gov and click on Be Prepared, or  http://www.srh.noaa.gov/bmx/aware/fall_severe_awareness.php.
Fall Severe Weather Season

Facts for Central Alabama

· Fall Severe Weather Season is usually considered to be during the months of November and December, especially from November 1 to December 15

· Significant Outbreaks in recent years:

· December 16, 2000 – 14 tornadoes across the state, including an F4 in Tuscaloosa County

· November 21, 2001 – 34 tornadoes in 24 hours, the largest outbreak ever documented in Alabama

· November 10, 2002 – The “Veteran’s Day Outbreak,” with 11 tornadoes (including 2 F3s)

· November 24, 2004 – 21 tornadoes across the state, including 16 in Central Alabama

· November 15, 2006 – 8 tornadoes across Central Alabama, including “The Fun Zone” tornado in Montgomery

· Since 2000 (through 2006):

· 39% (80/205) of Central Alabama tornadoes have occurred in the months of November or December

· 97% (28/29) of tornado related deaths, and 93% (336/362) of tornado related injuries, in Central Alabama have occurred in the months of November and December

· 100% (6/6) of F3 or stronger tornadoes in Central Alabama occurred in the months of November and December

· Since 1950, Central Alabama has had at least one documented tornado in the month of November or December 54% (31/57) of the years
· Additional information: http://www.srh.noaa.gov/bmx/aware/fall_severe_awareness.php
Get your copy of the 2007 Severe Weather Awareness Week Booklet:

http://www.srh.noaa.gov/bmx/aware/swaw_2007/all_together.PDF.

Principal/AD Conference Set In April 
The first Principal & Athletic Director Conference conducted by the Alabama High School Athletic Directors & Coaches Association (AHSADCA) will become a reality Friday, April 11, 2008, according to an announcement last Wednesday by Director Steve Bailey. 

This inaugural conference will be held at the auditorium of the new Alabama High School Athletic Association (AHSAA) office in Montgomery. Registration opportunities will begin after the first of the year with a conference cost of $25 per person. 

“We are excited to offer more educational opportunities for our members,” said Bailey, “and we plan to expand this event in the future.” 

Featured topics of the event will include the new AHSAA software update and procedures, drug testing policies and procedures, current issues in sports medicine, Title IX, NCAA Clearing House requirements, and an open forum with an AHSAA attorney on current legal issues in athletics. 

All topics will have speakers, Bailey added. 

The AHSADCA operates under the auspices of the AHSAA. Membership includes coaches of all AHSAA sports as well as administrators of member schools. 

The ABA has contacted Coach Bailey about participating in the Conference in some manner.  We have offered to sponsor an event and/or bring a panel to talk about game broadcasts, etc.

FCC aims 96K in fines at retailers
(from TVBR)

Another round of fines has been announced, headed for consumer electronics outlets which were caught selling analog-only television gear without the now-requisite consumer alert. A warning must be displayed in the direct vicinity of any such equipment, and it "must be in a size of type large enough to be clear, conspicuous and readily legible with the dimensions of the equipment and the label." It must either be displayed directly on the item or immediately adjacent to it. The fines go for 8K a pop, and were levied for DVD players, DVD/VCR combos and 13" television sets. The geographic range was impressive, ranging from Garden City NY to Beaverton OR, and from Birmingham AL to Anchorage AK. Fred Meyer Store and Ultimate Electronics received three citations each for a 24K total; Boscov's and Radioshack each were hit twice for 16K, and Gregg Appliances d/b/a HHGregg and Trans World Entertainment d/b/a F.Y.E. each took a one-time 8K hit.
Former Alabama Newsman Inducted into 
NATAS Silver Circle
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The late 1960s were a time when it was not easy to be an African-American in the South.  Alabama was one of the states where racial tensions were high, as laws changed well before attitudes.  It would take a special man to undergo the microscope of being the first African American television reporter in Alabama’s Capital City, Montgomery.  That man was Norman Lumpkin.

In 1969, Norman was hired by WSFA TV, then and to this day the powerhouse NBC affiliate in Montgomery.  His hiring came at a time when the FCC was mandating that the staffs of broadcast organizations must reflect the racial makeup of the community.  His hiring came one year before the station hired its first female reporter.

Norman had worked in Montgomery before, serving as the first and only news director at radio station WMRA from 1965 to 1967.  Like many, he was a one-man operation, doing everything to cover news stories by himself.  Norman tells me this was before stations had news vehicles, so he would frequently have to hire a taxicab to get to a news story. 

From there, he moved to Indianapolis to work for radio station WTLC in 1967.  As he did for most of his career, Norman truly covered history.  For example, he was in the crowd reporting in April 1968, as Presidential candidate Robert Kennedy announced to a shocked audience that the Reverend Martin Luther King Junior had been murdered earlier that night in Memphis.

When Norman started his television career at WSFA-TV, he found things were not easy.  One of his first major assignments took place in 1970, when he was assigned to cover the campaign of George Wallace as he sought another term as Alabama’s governor.  Norman has shared with me that on more than one occasion, other reporters would deliberately give him wrong information about campaign events in an attempt to embarrass him.  Still, he prevailed.  Interestingly, it was Wallace, an avowed segregationist, who made sure that Norman was not left out of campaign events.  That coverage earned Norman the respect of politicians and viewers alike.

From that point, Norman became something that frankly is rare, a reporter who was as well known as the station’s anchors.  He, along with Anchor Bob Howell, Sports Director Phil Snow, and Editorial Director Bob Ingram, were the faces that viewers in Central and South Alabama turned to for years.  At that time when many stations did not do any investigative reporting, Norman became a one-man investigative unit.  His work and stories received honors from the Alabama Associated Press Broadcasters Association and Hector Awards from Troy State University.  Norman also served as the first African-American President of the Alabama AP Broadcasters Association, leading radio and television journalists across the state.

Perhaps his greatest strength over the years was his willingness to teach and mentor young journalists, showing them what it took to be a successful broadcast journalist.  Here are some comments from some of those people he mentored:

Former WSFA Producer and current WXIA Producer Marcita Thomas

“Norman is a person who was always willing to help others, no matter who you were.  Especially for his viewers, Norman was a person you could trust.”

WSFA Chief Photographer Jeff Harrison 

“Norman taught me to have patience as a young journalist.  He had the ability to put his interview subjects at ease.  He would spend time with them talking about his story before turning on the camera, making them comfortable.  From Norman, I learned the value of patience in putting together a story instead of rushing in.

Former WSFA Producer Damian Veazey, currently Director of Communications, Lakeshore Foundations

“The only way to describe Norman is a legend.  Of course I worked with him during the last 4 or 5 years of his career at channel 12.  Before I went to Montgomery from Dothan I already knew about Norman. I’d watched him growing up and everyone knew him as one of the first, if not the first, black TV reporters in the South. The unique thing about Norman was he knew everybody in town….from Governors right down to gang leaders. I’ll never forget a story he did on gangs, interviewing the leader of a gang.  Norman had a knack for getting to know not only top officials and business people, but also the blue collar workers and people on the street. He says they are the ones that really have a story, they just don’t know it.

Former WSFA Producer Lois Russell, currently Resource Development Director, Regions University in Montgomery.  “I grew up in a small town in WSFA-TV’s coverage area. The station was the voice of news for my community and Norman Lumpkin was the face of news for the African American community.  I would liken him to Ed Bradley as a pioneer in the field of broadcast news.  Norman blazed some tough trails for future journalists.  Very few reporters could match his investigative skills.  Norman is one of those “old school” journalists who really had a passion for the story rather than just a desire for “face time.” 

Former WSFA Reporter Tom Foreman, currently anchor “The Week At War”, CNN

“For years before I entered the broadcast news profession, I admired the brave, hard-hitting, and intelligent investigative reports of Norman Lumpkin.  He was not, for me, a great African-American reporter; he was simply the greatest television reporter I knew of in my home state.

When I went to WSFA as a college intern, the first thing I asked the news director was if I could work with Norman Lumpkin.  Norman taught me the basics: how to understand the thread of a story; how to write with precision; how to “see” stories in terms of sounds, words, and pictures; how to collect information.  Beyond that, however, Norman shared the nuances of our craft.  He demonstrated day in and out how to coax answers from reluctant witnesses; how to stand up to those who want to bully the press into silence or falsehoods; how to sniff out the subtle shifts in language that are meant to deceive or mislead the listener.  He cautioned me to guard against the hidden biases we may not recognize in others or in ourselves.  He taught me to follow the trail of the facts, no matter how difficult or daunting.  He challenged me every day to improve my work.

Most of all, Norman taught me that this is an honorable and extraordinary profession of incalculable worth to our society; that the pursuit of truth across all boundaries of governments, age, religion, class, and race, brings clarity and justice to free societies.

Norman Lumpkin is the man who opened the door to journalism for me.  For thirty years now, I have worked in news, the bulk of it on the national stage.  I have filed stories from every state in the nation, and countries around the world time and again.  I have won the highest honors our profession offers.  I have never forgotten for a moment, however, the kindness and professionalism of Norman Lumpkin.  He set me on my way, and every success of my career, I share in my heart with him.”

Norman’s broadcast career ended in the mid 1990s when interestingly, he stepped into a situation to serve as News Director and Anchor for the ABC affiliate in Montgomery.  He was forced to compete with little resources and a small staff but typical of his entire career, he insisted on excellence in the journalism of his product.  After leaving the station, he moved to state government, serving as Public Relations Director for the Alabama Highway Department.   

Like the others who have written and tens of others now in the broadcast and business field, I’m a graduate of the “School of Lumpkin.”  Norman taught me how to be tough but respectful, insisting that we get the answers that the public deserved but handling ourselves in only the most professional manner.  He understood the importance of his position in Central Alabama, and felt it was important to share his experiences with younger journalists.  He truly was a pioneer in the state of Alabama.  I’m proud to have learned from him, among several outstanding mentors.  I’m proud he’s my friend.

Without question, Norman Lumpkin is truly deserving of consideration for induction into the Silver Circle of the Southeast chapter of the NATAS.
	On October 17, 2007 representatives from NAB, SBE and the National Alliance of State Broadcast Associations (NASBA) met at NAB headquarters in Washington, D.C. with representatives of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), and the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to discuss the issues surrounding the development and implementation of the next generation Emergency Alert System (EAS).
The meeting was prompted by questions raised by broadcasters in response to the FCC's Second Report and Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (EB Docket No. 04-296) regarding improvements to the Emergency Alert System (EAS), released on July 12, 2007. Among other things, the Second Report and Order adopted requirements that EAS participants (e.g. broadcasters) must accept messages using a common messaging protocol based on Common Alerting Protocol v1.1 (CAP), no later than 180 days after FEMA publicly publishes its adoption of such standard. The Order also requires EAS Participants to adopt whatever Next Generation EAS delivery systems FEMA develops, no later than 180 days after FEMA publicly releases standards for that system. A copy of the Second Report and Order is here: http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/FCC-07-109A1.pdf.
FEMA had already been tasked with developing the next generation public alert system by way of an executive order issued by President Bush on June 26, 2006 which requires the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to evaluate and assess the capabilities and integration of Federal, State, territorial, tribal and local public alert and warning recourses, to adopt common alert and warning protocols, as appropriate, and to enable the secure delivery of coordinated messages through as many communications pathways as possible. FEMA is part of the Department of Homeland Security. The Executive order is on the White House Web site here: http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/06/20060626.html. 
The representatives of the federal agencies in attendance indicated that there is much work to be done before an architecture for the next generation alerting plan will be known. The agencies all said that input from the broadcast industry is welcome. FEMA, which has primary responsibility for system architecture, anticipates a system that will provide redundancy and resiliency. They also said the their Integrated Public Alert and Warning System (IPAWS) which will be essentially a "system of systems", will take into account existing technologies such as the NOAA Weather Radio (NWR) systems and will provide the basis for the next generation EAS.
It is likely that no action will be required by local broadcasters for at least a year, and possibly longer. The group anticipates another meeting in January, 2008 to hear updates from the federal agencies and continue the dialogue.
Information on the FEMA IPAWS program is available here: http://www.fema.gov/emergency/ipaws/. The NWS Web page is here: http://www.weather.gov/nwr/, and the FCC's EAS Web page is here: http://www.fcc.gov/pshs/eas/.

FCC Hones In on DTV PSA Mandates 
Specific Details Emerge on Chairman Martin’s Plan 
By John Eggerton -- Broadcasting & Cable, 10/22/2007 8:00:00 AM 

Details are emerging on Federal Communications Commission chairman Kevin Martin's plan to require broadcasters to deliver a set number of public-service announcements about the transition to digital, and the FCC also apparently wants to mandate some of the content of those messages. 

Martin said at a hearing Oct. 17 that he has proposed mandating PSAs as part of broader DTV-education requirements that include quarterly reports from various stakeholders, including the consumer-electronics industry and cable and satellite, on their education efforts. He added that the number of those PSAs would increase closer to the Feb. 17, 2009, date for the DTV switch-over. 

Those proposed requirements -- which have been circulated to the other commissioners for a possible vote by the end of the month -- came in response to a request from top House Democrats that the FCC step in. 

According to a source familiar with the proposals, the chairman wants each TV station to air four PSAs of at least 15 seconds in length per day, each in a different four-hour daypart, starting in November -- if the mandates are adopted at the upcoming Oct. 31 meeting -- and for six months thereafter. At that time, the number would double to eight PSAs, two in each daypart, plus four crawls, one in each daypart. 

Six months later, the number would increase to 12 PSAs and 12 crawls, three apiece in each daypart. 

The crawls would need to refer to the Feb. 17 date and include the relevant government Web site, while the PSAs would need to tell viewers how to continue to receive TV signals -- get converter boxes. 

The PSAs would have to be in the same language as the majority of the programming on the station. 

The National Association of Broadcasters already pledged to air PSAs that it values at more than $327 million worth of airtime, with noncommercial stations saying that they would add to that total. 

The NAB did not say what percentage of those would air in primetime, when that airtime is generally more costly to give up, but the FCC plan would mandate at least some daily PSAs in either primetime (8 p.m.-11 p.m., 7 p.m.-11 p.m. on Sunday) or early fringe time periods (6 p.m.-8 p.m., 7 p.m.-8 p.m. on Sunday). 

RADIO MUSIC COMMITTEE LICENSE FEES
A few years ago, the Radio Music License Committee secured a court order that requires radio stations to pay a fee directly to them for their representation of the industry in negotiations with the performing rights organizations.  The following is their fee table:

If you pay BMI or ASCAP between:

Less than $6,500 per year                                                  Your RMLC fee is $12

Between $6,501 and $20,000 per year                               Your RMLC fee is $120

More than $20,000 per year                                                Your RMLC fee is $510.

If the fee you have been billed is incorrect based on this table, contact the RMLC at 212-308-4311.

Former WSFA 12 News Editorial Director, Bob Ingram, Dies
(from WSFA-TV)
Bob Ingram, who chronicled Alabama politics for six decades, passed away Thursday (October 18) after a two-year battle with myelodysplasia. He was 81. 

After a tour of duty as a United States Marine in the south Pacific in World War II, Ingram graduated from Auburn University and immediately went to work at the Cherokee County Herald in his hometown of Centre. He left there to serve as sports editor of the Gadsden Times and later served as state editor before joining the staff of the Montgomery Advertiser in 1953. 

Covering events such as the Montgomery Bus Boycott, the "Segregation Forever" inaugural speech and the Stand in the Schoolhouse Door, Ingram had a career that gave him a front row seat to Alabama history.  He credited his love of reading and writing to his mother, the late Sallie Jane Ingram, who went to work as the town librarian in Centre after her husband, Bob Ingram, Sr., passed away in 1932. 

After nearly 14 years at the Advertiser, he left to become director of legislative affairs for the Medical Association of the State of Alabama. Upon the death of Gov. Lurleen Wallace, Gov. Albert Brewer appointed Ingram as Finance Director. As he was in the gubernatorial cabinet, the 1970 the lone governor's race Ingram didn't cover between 1950 and 2006. 

Following his tenure as Finance Director, Ingram purchased Alabama Magazine, which he edited and published until 1984. In 1978, he branched into television commentary, serving as a political analyst on WSFA's electoral coverage. He served as the station's editorial director and primary political analyst from 1979-1993. 

In 1993, he returned to the Advertiser where he wrote a regular column on the paper's editorial page until 1999. In the latter part of his career, he served as editorial director at WNCF and as a political analyst with WAKA, both in Montgomery. 

For nearly 50 years, Ingram wrote a weekly column for dozens of weekly and small daily newspapers throughout the state. "The Alabama Scene" was a treasure trove of political tidbits, history and news, particularly for Alabamians who didn't have easy access to one of the state's major daily newspapers. 

He also wrote two political memoirs, "That's the Way I Saw It" and "That's the Way I Saw It II." 

In 1989, Auburn Montgomery honored Ingram with the establishment of the Robert Ingram Lecture Series, which has brought leading communicators to the campus each year. 

He was a Paul Harris Fellow of the Rotary Club, and previously served as a deacon at Cloverdale Baptist Church in Montgomery, where he taught a Sunday school class for more than 35 years until last spring. He was also active with several charitable and civic endeavors, volunteering most recently with the Montgomery Ostomy Association after his battle with bladder cancer in 1994. 

He was inducted into the Communication Hall of Fame at the University of Alabama in 2003, and was honored with the Distinguished Mass Media Achievement Award from the Auburn University Journalism Foundation last April. 

Ingram was preceded in death by his wife of 45 years, Edith Ragan Ingram, in 1997, and a sister, Barbara Lydic, of North Pole, Alaska.  He is survived by his children: son Robert B. (Burr) Ingram, III of Huntsville, and his wife, Jan; daughter Beth Ingram Lamberth of Alexander City, and her husband, Tom; and son Ragan Ingram of Montgomery, and his wife Karen; a sister: Rozanne I. Jones of Chattanooga, Tennessee; eight grandchildren and one great-grandchild. 

Funeral services will be held Sunday, October 21 at Cloverdale Baptist Church in Montgomery at 2:30 p.m. Burial will follow at Greenwood Cemetery in Montgomery. A visitation will be held Saturday from 3-6 p.m. at Leak Memory Funeral Home in Montgomery. 

In lieu of flowers, it was Ingram's wishes for contributions to be made to Cloverdale Baptist Church or the Robert Ingram Lecture Series at Auburn Montgomery. 

Alabama Reporter Jim Merlini Dies

(from WSFA-TV)
We are sad to report the passing of a veteran news reporter in Montgomery. 

Jim Merlini was found dead in his home Monday afternoon. He had dealt with a number of health issues over the last five years. 

Jim covered state government for the Alabama Radio Network, and was a regular guest on Alabama Public Television's "For the Record" program. 

Jim was a fixture at the state capitol, with his microphone on the end of a long pole, making sure he got the "good sound" at any news event. 

He had a long - award winning - radio career, too. 

He grew up here in Montgomery - graduated from Lanier, and was an Air Force veteran. Jim worked at WCOV and WQTY radio before joining ARN. 

Alabama Senator Jeff Sessions issued this statement on Merlini:

"I was saddened to hear of the passing of Jim Merlini. Jim was a fine American who served the people of our state in his role as a journalist who was smart, informed and fair. All who worked with Jim respected his fine work and appreciated his good sense of humor and keen wit. Jim always had a pleasant outlook on life, even in the midst of serious health problems. His loss hit me and my colleagues especially hard. The news community in Alabama will sincerely miss his presence."

We'll all miss Jim. He leaves some very big shoes to fill around the Capitol complex, he set the bar pretty high for all reporters. He was 65 years old. 

On the Road Again

Board members traveled to the ABA office for a quarterly meeting on Friday.  You will be pleased to know they voted to keep membership fees where they are for ANOTHER year.  Fees haven’t increased in so long that we’re not sure when they last went up!  In addition, they discussed the association’s annual trip to Washington during the NAB’s Leadership Seminar in late February.  Meeting face to face with our elected officials has become increasingly important as the industry is tackling issues on a daily basis.
In addition, the Board talked about our new Hall of Fame.  Inductions are scheduled for July of next year – at our annual conference.  We’re looking at other state’s Halls for ideas.  The Board has spoken with Dean Loy Singleton of the University of Alabama’s College of Communication regarding a permanent home for the Hall of Fame.  The Georgia Association of Broadcasters HOF rests at the University of Georgia in the Mass Communication facility.  We’re looking to do something similar.  In addition, members of the HOF will be honored on the ABA website in a special section.

I went to Tuscaloosa Saturday morning to attend a breakfast at the President’s Mansion.  I saw ABA Legal Advisor Scott Johnson, Roy Clem, Dean Loy Singleton and his wife Sandy and Houston and Voncile Pearce.  The Tide pulled off a huge win against UT.  I was hoping AU would trump the Tigers of LSU… at least they kept it close.
This week, I’m meeting with my counterpart at the Alabama Press Association, the folks at the Alabama Organ Center, attending the UA College of Communication Board of Visitors meeting and their Hall of Fame dinner and speaking to the Boy Scouts Council of North Alabama.  We’re in touch with the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and 4-H regarding education and instruction about DTV converter boxes.  We’re asking for their help in communities across the state!  

Thanks to the folks at Fox10 in Mobile for letting us know Anchor Anissa Centers is leaving for Georgia.  Look for the release on the ABA website at www.al-ba.com.  Anissa received the ABA’s first ABBY for Anchoring.  I know she’ll be missed.  Remember to send us your news.  

Have a great week!

Sharon




Norman Lumpkin, formerly of WSFA-TV, was honored Friday, October 19 when he was inducted into the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences prestigious Silver Circle.  The following is the nomination submitted by Cal Calloway, News Director at WXIA and WATL-TV of Atlanta.





BROADCASTERS DISCUSS EAS ISSUES �WITH FEDERAL AGENCIES











