CHIEF OPERATOR REQUIREMENTS

FCC requires that all broadcast stations designate a chief operator.  This designation must be in writing with a copy posted with the station authorization.

The chief operator is to review the station logs at least once each week to determine if required entries are being made correctly and to sign and date the log upon completion of the review.

While the required entries are the chief engineer’s responsibility, the chief operator has the responsibility to insure the required actions are taken in a timely manner.

Television stations and AM stations using a directional antenna or operating with greater than 10 kW authorized power are required to employ a Chief Operator as an employee of the station on duty for whatever number of hours each week the licensee determines is necessary to keep the station's technical operation in compliance with FCC rules and the terms of the station authorization. All other stations may engage a Chief Operator either as an employee of the station or on a contract basis.

The designation should include:  the name of the chief operator and name of acting or backup chief operator in the absence of the chief operator.
SAMPLE:

Effective (date) the designated chief operator for station (call letters) is (name of chief operator).  In the absence of the chief operator (name) will perform the necessary duties to conform to FCC rules.

Signed by station general manager
